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About this Document

During the first and second Flexible Funding calls in 2024 and 2025, the Hub published a
range of questions received whilst the calls were open, along with corresponding answers.
This document presents a selection of those questions and answers which remain relevant to
the current FF3 call for Research Projects.

N.B. Questions and answers relating to DARe Impact Fellowships will be posted on the DARe
Flexible Fund webpage.

Questions & Answers

Eligibility & Team Composition

Can team members be from different UK universities?
Answer: Yes, as long as those institutions are eligible to receive UKRI funding.

Do all team members need to be part of a UK-based institution, or is it sufficient for just
the lead to be based in the UK?

Answer: The DARe Flexible Fund can only fund researchers that are based in the UK, and that
are employed at eligible institutions. (The exception to this is academics based in Norway, as
the UK has an arrangement with the Norwegian government to fund Norwegian-based
researchers and vice-versa.) Check if you are eligible to receive UKRI funding here.

Are DARe Hub team members eligible to be project Co-Leads?

Answer: No, DARe team members are not eligible for flexible funding. Successful applicants
will work closely with a designated member of the DARe Hub’s team throughout their project,
to ensure knowledge, findings and outputs are integrated into the DARe programme, and to
ensure the Hub’s collaborative culture is reflected in its the Flex Fund environment.

Can someone be Co-Investigators in multiple projects (assuming more than one project
is awarded funding)?
Answer: Yes, the limited is that a person can only be a lead for one awarded project.


https://dare.ac.uk/flexible-funding/
https://www.ukri.org/apply-for-funding/how-to-apply/check-if-you-are-eligible-for-research-and-innovation-funding/

Can someone who is a Pl on one of DARe’s first round [or second round] of Flex Fund
projects apply to be a Pl for a project on the [third] round?
Answer: Yes.

Can one organisation submit two proposals with different Leads/Pls?
Answer: Yes. Organisations can submit multiple proposals, but we will not award more than
one project to the same lead/PI.

Can the budget be used to hire a postdoc?
Yes, the budget can be used to hire a post-doc researcher.

Can we employ PhD students part time?

The Flex Fund eligibility criteria states: “Have an employment contract which ends no earlier
that the proposed timeframe of the proposal submitted.” The institutions applying for

Flexible Funding should determine the feasibility for this, taking into consideration the eligibility
criteria laid out in the Call Guidance.

Completing the Application

Can proposals consider any sort of transport?

Answer: The DARe Hub is focused on ground transport [(road, rail and active travel)]. In the
case of aviation and maritime, proposals should be looking at the related land-based aspects
of transport infrastructure.

With respect to resilience, is this resilience related to climate change or resilience
related to anything?

Answer: The Hub’s focus is on resilience to climate change. Other aspects of resilience might
be transferable, for example if you have knowledge/tools/expertise in resilience to another type
of threat that might be applicable and adaptable — but it is up to the applicants how they
present this in their proposals.

Can you include tables and figures in the proposal?
Answer: Inclusion of tables must respect the maximum word count limited stated, but inclusion
of one or two diagrams to help explain/support the proposal will be allowed.

Please could you let me know whether you require and/or permit references to relevant
publications from the proposed project team to be included in the proposal document,
and if so whether they should be included in the word count for any of the sections?
Answer: Applicants may include references to relevant publications. In-text references must be
included within the word count limits indicated. The full reference/citation details can be added
to the end of the proposal document as further information (but won’t be scored as part of the
evaluation process).

Is there a word limit for the ‘Role within the project’ section?
There is not a word limit for the ‘role within the project’, but the details provided should be brief
(e.g. less than 20 words).

Are departmental support letters also required as part of the application process?
Answer: If the respective institution is willing to provide some sort of contribution to the
project, then applicants can certainly provide a Letter of Support with their application. Letters
of Support are welcome but not a requirement.
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Are applicants allowed to name DARe Hub team members as no-cost collaborators or
advisors?

No as the Call Guidance states that DARe Hub team members cannot apply for the Flex Fund.
However, once funding is awarded, successful applicants will work closely with the DARe team
throughout their project.

Shall we pay the overheads to the host institute?
Regarding overheads, these should be included in the breakdown of the expenditure as per
the categories in the Allocation of Funding section in the application form.

Are equipment costs allowed?
No, the Flex Fund Call will not fund any equipment costs.

Do we need include some budget to cover open access publications?
Yes, proposals should include these costs if the intent is to publish results.

Other Questions

What is the arrangement for Flex Funded Projects with regard to intellectual property?
Answer: In relation to Intellectual Property, the Flex Fund Agreement states that:

All intellectual property, know-how and results generated in the course of the DARe
Sub-Project (“Results”) shall belong to the DARe Sub-Project Awardee generating the
same. The DARe Sub-Project Awardees involved in the DARe Sub-Project hereby
grant to each other and to the DARe Consortium an irrevocable, non-transferable,
royalty-free licence to use the Results of the DARe Sub-Project for the purposes of the
DARe Sub-Project and for teaching and research purposes (including research
involving projects funded by third parties provided that those third parties gain or claim
no rights to such Results and in on-line research archives.

Any intellectual property owned or controlled by the DARe Sub-Project Awardees prior
to the commencement of this DARe Sub-Project or generated by DARe Sub-Project
Awardee outside the scope of this DARe Sub-Project and used in the DARe Sub-
Project (“Background Intellectual Property”) will remain the property of the contributing
DARe Sub-Project Awardee. The DARe Sub-Project Awardees involved in the DARe
Sub-Project hereby grant to each other, a royalty-free, non-exclusive licence for the
duration of the DARE Sub-Project to use its Background Intellectual Property for the
sole purpose of carrying out the DARE Sub-Project. No DARe Sub-Project Awardee
may grant any sub-licence over or in respect of another’s Background Intellectual
Property.

Could you could clarify which organisation should be listed as the ultimate funder on
our institution’s grants management system?

Projects awarded Flex Funds will enter a contract with Newcastle University which is the lead
partner for the DARe Hub consortium. The DARe Hub is 50% funded by UKRI EPSRC, and
50% funded by the Department for Transport.

Will the recordings from Q&A sessions be shared afterwards?
Answer: No, but the questions and answers will be made available on the Flex Fund
webpage: https://dare.ac.uk/flexible-funding/



https://dare.ac.uk/flexible-funding/

