Updated: 4th Sept 2026

EVENT SCHEDULE

8th — 9th Sept

DARe Researcher Conference 2026

The Catalyst, 3 Science Square, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 5TG

Day 1: Tues 8th Sept

9:00 - 10:00 Registration & Morning Refreshments

10:00-10:15 Welcome
Prof Phil Blythe (DARe Director), Newcastle University

10:15-11:00 Holy Island — Maintaining access in a changing climate.
Stuart McNaughton (Head of Strategic Transport and Climate Change)
Northumberland County Council

11:00-11:45 Integrating climate management in local transport.
Thomas Edwards (Senior Transport Manager, Transport & Mobility), Liv Rayner (Senior Transport
Decarbonisation Consultant, Transport Decarbonisation and Sustainability), & Emily Fennell
(Principal Climate Resilience Consultant, Decarbonisation & Resilience)

WSP

11:45-12:15 Building the evidence base for climate-resilient transport.
Prof Phil Blythe (DARe Director), Newcastle University

12:15-1:15 Lunch and Networking

1:15-3:00 CLIMATES Workshop
Prof Glenn Lyons
Mott MacDonald Professor of Future Mobility at UWE Bristol

3:00 - 3:30 Tea & Coffee Break

3:30-4:15 The role of standards in technology governance and supporting implementation of
sustainability in transport.
Sahar Danesh (Associate Director, Global Digital Governance and Partnership)
British Standards Institution (BSI)

4:15 - 4:45 DARe Researcher Flash Talks

4:45 -7:00 Pizza, Posters & Networking (all attendees welcome)
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Please note: the schedule is subject to change.



EVENT SCHEDULE

8th — 9th Sept

Day 2: Weds 9th Sept

9:00 - 9:30

9:30-10:15

10:15-11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30-12:15

12:15-12:25

12:25-1:30

1:30-2:15

2:15-3:00

3:00-3:30

3:30-4:15

4:15-4:30

Registration & Morning Refreshments

Planning the national cycle network for a just and resilient future.
Jen Strong (Head of Environmental Sustainability)
Walk Wheel Cycle Trust

Substitution or generation? Modal shift, induced demand, and the real decarboni-
sation case for shared e-scooters.

Alex Langlands (Senior Market Development Manager)

Voi Technology

Tea & Coffee Break

Risk to resilience: A systems approach to adapting the Strategic Road Network.
Arfa Shahid (Senior Climate Adaptation Advisor)
National Highways

Conference Photograph
Lunch and Networking

The track to a greener future: Driving rail towards net zero.
Caitin Bent (Environment Manager)
LNER

Mitigation and adaptation; Research and innovation; Mind the gaps!
Prof Patricia Thornley (Chief Scientific Advisor)

Department for Transport
Tea & Coffee Break

Panel Discussion: How do we move climate resilience research from journal articles
to real-world action?

Chair: Prof Phil Blythe (Director of DARe, Newcastle University)

Speakers: Grace Smith (Associate Director, Liveable Places, WSP), Chrysoula Litina
(Principal Research Engineer, National Highways), lan Head (Academic Director— Life and
Environment, Newcastle University), Roberto Palacin (Co-Director of DARe, Academic
Director— Electrification, Newcastle University)

Closing Remarks & Announcement of Winners (Posters and Flash Talks)

Please note: the schedule is subject to change.



